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Loj, JBL Reopen
ADK will open its Heart Lake and Johns Brook Lodge facilities to guests on Thursday, Sept. 8. The Adirondak Loj, the ADK Wilderness Campground, the High Peaks Information Center and the hiker parking lot will all be open. Meanwhile, DEC has reopened a number of trails in the eastern High Peaks Wilderness and the Giant Mountain Wilderness.
 
Both of ADK's north country locations have been closed since Tropical Storm Irene left the Adirondack Loj Road and the road to the Garden parking lot impassable. The town of North Elba Highway Department, which has been working hard to reopen the Adirondack Loj Road, was completing work on a culvert late Wednesday, and the town planned to reopen the road to the public on Thursday morning. (One lane of the Loj Road was opened to local and official traffic last week, but the road remained closed to the public at DEC's request. The last guests at the Loj were able to leave on Sept. 1.)  

  

 

High Peaks Reopen
On Wednesday, DEC announced that it would be reopening some trails in the eastern High Peaks and the Giant Mountain Wilderness, effective Thursday, Sept. 8, but was not yet reopening the Dix Mountain Wilderness.
 
Open trails in the High Peaks Wilderness include all trails from the Adirondak Loj trailhead, the Cascade Mountain trailhead, the Garden trailhead, the Rooster Comb trailhead, the Upper Works trailhead and the East River trailhead. Open trails in the Giant Mountain Wilderness include all trails starting from the trailheads on Route 9 and Route 9N. Giant Mountain may also be accessed via the Hopkins Mountain Trail from the Ranney trailhead. Details here. 
 
DEC warns that open trails may have washed-out bridges and high water levels in rivers and brooks. Crossings may be impassable. These trails may also have blowdown, eroded sections or flooded areas. Many trails have been rerouted to avoid heavily damaged sections and eroded drainages can be mistaken for trails. Hikers should be able to navigate with a map and compass.
 

DEC has also released a list of alternative hikes in the Adirondacks, which is available here.
    

Johns Brook Lodge
The town of Keene has reopened Johns Brook Lane to restricted traffic, but the bridge over Johns Brook has been downgraded to a 6,000-pound limit. Town officials are urging caution and are asking people to limit travel and carpool. The Garden shuttle will not be in service, but the lot person at the Garden will be on duty. JBL is reopening on a caretaker basis, which means guests must pack in their own food, but they will have the use of the lodge kitchen. Guests are also urged to bring a sleeping bag.

 

Route 73
Route 73 is now open between Lake Placid and Keene Valley. The road is closed to all but local residents between Keene Valley and St. Huberts, and State Police are turning back all others. This precludes the use of the Mossy Cascade and Deer Brook approach trails. One lane of Route 73 is slated to be open from Exit 30 of the Northway to Keene Valley by Sept. 15, and both lanes are scheduled to be open a couple days later.  In the meantime, Route 73 may be accessed by taking Route 9N from Elizabethtown.

  

Northville-Placid Trail
We received this update from Tom Wemett, chair of ADK's Northville-Placid Trail Chapter, on Wednesday evening (Sept. 7):

"I was in the rain doing trail maintenance on Sunday and Monday from Piseco to Jessup River. The trail was a river on the hike-out on Monday.  West Canada Creek is in flood stage for sure and impassable. Other streams which normally can be rock-hopped or at least crossed with minimal difficulty are now flooded and knee to waist high.

"I highly recommend staying off of the NPTrail until 3 to 4 days of sunshine and no rain allow water to recede and the trail to dry out a bit. Also, there have been reports of major blowdowns that have made some parts of the trail extremely difficult and in some reported cases impassable. Please delay your hike until the weather allows the trail some breathing room and trail stewards to work on clearing the trail."

More here and here.
 

More information 
· For reservations or lodging information, please call (518) 523-3441. 

· Visit our website at www.adk.org for updates on trail openings and related issues. 

· Click here to find out what you can do to help restore hiking trails damaged by Irene and to help our friends and neighbors in the Adirondacks who have been impacted by the storm. 

· To view Brendan Wiltse's photographs of the impact of Irene on the Johns Brook Valley, click here. 
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