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High Peaks Closed
The Adirondak Loj, the Johns Brooks Lodge and the Wilderness Campground at Heart Lake will be closed through Labor Day Weekend. The Eastern Zone of the High Peaks Wilderness, the Giant Mountain Wilderness and the Dix Mountain Wilderness are currently closed. 
 
Fortunately, no guests or staff at ADK lodges suffered any injuries as a result of Sunday's storm. The footbridge to Grace Camp and Camp Peggy O'Brien was heavily damaged, but otherwise Irene left ADK properties unscathed. Adirondack Loj Road and the road to the Garden parking lot were washed out. Essex County officials expect to have one lane open on the Loj Road by Thursday (Sept. 1), which will allow guests and staff to access vehicles that have been stranded at Heart Lake since Sunday. However, the town of North Elba will keep Adirondack Loj Road closed to all but local and authorized traffic through the weekend while repairs are being made. The second lane may be open by the middle of next week.  
 
The damage to Adirondack Loj Road left 31 guests and their vehicles stranded at the Heart Lake property. However, there was sufficient food and supplies to ensure their comfort, and the Loj never lost power or phone and Internet service. All JBL guests got out before the road washed out.
 
Irene caused extensive damage to hiking trails in the eastern Adirondacks. ADK staff is helping the Department of Environmental Conservation to assess the extent of the damage, and initial reports indicate that some trails are still in pretty good shape. We hope this information will lead to the reopening of at least some trails in the region as we head into the fall hiking season.  

 

DEC Warns About Hazardous Trail Conditions
The Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) today issued a warning that unsafe conditions will remain in much of the backcountry of the Adirondacks and Catskills through Labor Day Weekend. Several trail areas are closed or inaccessible due to Hurricane Irene storm damage include flooding, bridge wash outs, trail wash outs and blow down of trees and other debris. 
 
Adirondacks 
DEC has closed the Eastern High Peaks Wilderness, Giant Mountain Wilderness and Dix Mountain Wilderness through Labor Day Weekend and beyond. Over the next several weeks DEC will be evaluating the conditions of all trails in the closed areas, prioritize work to rehabilitate trails and determine what trails may be reopened for public use.
 
Lesser amounts of damage can be found on Adirondack Forest Preserve lands south and north of these areas. However, hikers and campers should expect to encounter flooding, bridge wash outs, trail wash outs and blow down when entering the backcountry. 
 
Areas in the Western Adirondacks are reported in fairly good condition though some flooding and blowdown can be expected. 
 
Catskills
Trails in the Catskill backcountry have also been impacted and the public is advised to avoid the backcountry at this time. Due to damage to roads, many trailheads and other access points to the backcountry are inaccessible.
 
Many roads to trailheads in the Adirondacks and the Catskills are closed. Information about road closures in New York State is available here. 
 

More information about trail conditions is available here.  

 

(Source: DEC press release) 

 

What You Can Do to Help
ADK has heard from a number of people who are willing to volunteer their time and efforts to help restore trails and backcountry infrastructure damaged by Irene. We have encouraged them to contact Wes Lampman, ADK's director of field programs, via email at fieldprograms@adk.org. ADK's Fall Trails Day on Oct. 1 will provide volunteers an opportunity to work on hiking trails in the Adirondack High Peaks. More information about that project is available here.
 
In our last issue of ADK Today, we told you about our Trails Appeal and our efforts to raise an additional $10,000 to reach our goal and provide our trail crews with the support they need. Now, after the damage from Irene, your help is needed more than ever. To find out how you can support ADK's trail restoration efforts at this critical time click here.  
 

 

 

News
· Irene leaves widespread damage in the Adirondacks  

· Road closures delay travel to, from Lake Placid  

· State closes storm-scarred wilderness areas   

· 31 guests stranded at Adirondak Loj  

· Cuomo: Washed out Route 73 is a top priority  

· Irene devastates Ausable Valley  

· Catskill Mountain towns devastated by Irene  

· Marcy Dam intact, bridge washed out  

· Aerial photos of Duck Hole draining  

· DEC closes High Peaks trails  

· Storms Worst Deluge Swamped the Mountains in the Northeast  

· Marcy Dam bridge washed away  

· In Keene: Bridges out, roads closed, homes evacuated  

· Irene-soaked rivers rip Essex County  

· Disaster: Essex County awakens without roads, communications  

· Downtown Windham 'wiped out'  

· Impact of Irene felt in Keene Valley, Adirondacks 
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