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Happy New Year!
 
Acid Rain
Attorney General Eric Schneiderman is suing a major Pennsylvania polluter that contributes to acid rain in theAdirondacks. The suit is based on a Clean Air Act provision called New Source Review. That rule requires power plants that undergo major modifications that increase pollution to install state-of-the-art pollution controls. ADK was directly involved in two federal court cases to stop the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency from gutting that rule, helping to retain this important tool for fighting acid rain. Read the AG’s press release here.
 
Family Fun
Get outside this winter – and bring the kids! Join ADK at the beautiful Heart Lake Program Center near Lake Placid for a day of snowshoeing on our wonderful trails. Family Snowshoe Days are Saturday, Jan. 22, and Saturday, Feb. 12. We will provide the snowshoes and instruction for these guided hikes around our property, as well as sharing bits of natural history. Kids under 6 are free! Details here. Information about other ADK outdoor winter programs is available here and here.
 
DEC Commissioner
Governor Andrew Cuomo has nominated Joe Martens, president of the Open Space Institute and chairman of theOlympic Regional Development Authority, as the new head of the Department of Environmental Conservation. We believe it’s a wise choice. ADK has had a long and beneficial relationship with Joe, who was our partner on the Forest Preserve Project. Joe has the experience and commitment to the environment that is needed for this difficult job. He also has the ability to bring together divergent interests and build consensus.
 
Foothills Chapter
Information about ADK’s newest chapter, based in the Gloversville area, is available here. Or read the chapter newsletter, Footprints, which includes upcoming outings.
 
Land Protected
A deal completed last month transferred a conservation easement on 89,000 acres from the Adirondack Chapter of The Nature Conservancy to New York State. Retaining these lands in the heart of the Adirondacks as working forest will support the region’s forest-products industry while boosting tourism and outdoor recreation. For hikers, this easementwill open key access to some of the most beautiful places in the Adirondack High Peaks. More here and here.
 
Jobs
The Adirondack Mountain Club is now accepting applications for a number of positions. Details here.
 
Why ADK Cares About Hydrofracking
A reader asked why ADK cares about a chemical spill by an energy company in Pennsylvania. The short answer is thatthis could happen here. ADK’s mission statement compels us to work for the protection of “wild lands and waters vital to our members and chapters.” That includes Allegany State Park, the Finger Lakes and North County National Scenic trails, and thousands of acres of publicly owned forests in central and western New York that could be opened to gas drilling. The potential for widespread gas exploration using high-volume hydraulic fracturing is the greatestenvironmental issue facing New York. Potential impacts include water contamination, forest fragmentation, increased truck traffic, and air and noise pollution. Fracking a single well requires millions of gallons of water, and massive withdrawals could affect water levels on rivers and streams used by ADK paddlers. More information about ADK’s efforts on this issue is available here. – Neil Woodworth, ADK Executive Director
 
Thanks
We have raised nearly $85,000 for the Campaign for Public Lands, exceeding our year-end goal by $10,000. These dollars will help ADK in its fight to save our precious natural areas, whether it‘s protecting public lands from gas drilling,saving the Adirondacks from acid rain, or teaching a new generation to cherish and protect wild places. Find out how you can help here.
 
ADK in the News
· Taking aim at acid rain 

· Attorney General Schneiderman moves to sue Pennsylvania power plant for polluting New York’s air 

· This trip is full 

· Joe Martens nominated to lead DEC 

· Cuomo nominates Martens to head DEC 

· Cuomo picks Martens for DEC 

· December is over, cold is here, but snow falls behind 

· A backpack full of champagne to kick off the new year 

· Year ends with $30M timberland protection deal
(      $30M wins 'jewel in the Adirondack crown'
(      Governor goes out with Adirondack land deal
· Praise for Potential Environmental Pick 

· Paddlers' rights advance slowly by taking legal risk 

· 2010 CNY heroes of conservation 

· Property tax payments in the Adirondacks face more scrutiny, debate 

· Wilton History Lesson
 
Other News
· EPA considers using Dimock, Pa. for case study 

· Homer City plant sued on emissions 

· Cuomo's choice for DEC chief urges caution on hydrofracking 

· Northeast had a broiler of a year in 2010 

· A Coming Assault on the E.P.A. 

· Farmers, pecan growers say coal plants kill plants 

· Plan guards forest land 

· Governor signs off on fire towers, Moose River Plains
 
 
ADK Today is an occasional compendium of news and views of interest to members of the Adirondack Mountain Club (ADK). It isproduced and distributed by the ADK Communications Department, 301 Hamilton Street, Albany, NY 12210. Comments, questions or concerns about the content of this newsletter? Send us an e-mail. Read past issues..
