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Happy Holidays!
90 Years Ago

On Dec. 5, 1921 -- 90 years ago this week -- a group of conservationists, outdoor enthusiasts and business leaders met in New York City to discuss the formation of a new organization. The purpose of the club would be to build trails, encourage people to get out into the woods and educate the public to be good stewards of the Adirondack backcountry. After a second meeting the following April, the Adirondack Mountain Club was incorporated. Throughout  2012, ADK will be celebrating its 90th birthday and looking forward to the next 90 years.
   
The Perfect Gift
What do you look for in a holiday gift? Something practical? Attractive? Affordable? ADK's 2012 calendar is all of these and more. Everyone on your list will cherish the calendar's stunning Adirondack images from the region's top outdoor photographers. And they'll remember you (and ADK) every month of the year. What's more, proceeds from calendar sales support ADK's important work in conservation and outdoor education. 
 
The ADK calendar retails for $12.95, but the member price is only $10.36. And right now, you can save even more if you shop at 
The Bookstore at ADK in Lake George or at the Adirondak Loj. Buy two calendars and get the third free. (That's less than $7 each at the member price.) This offer is also good on phone orders. (Call toll-free (800) 395-8080, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Saturday. And say you heard about it in "ADK Today.")
 
Or you can get one free calendar if you spend $25 or more at the Lake George store. 
 
Other great gift ideas: "The Adirondack Reader" is now available in both hardcover ($39.95: $31.96 member price) and softcover ($24.95; $19.96 member price). The new ADK/National Geographic Trails Illustrated Map of the Catskill Park also makes a great gift, though you'll probably want a copy for yourself as well. ($11.95; $10.76 member price) 
 
Thank you for supporting ADK.
Fracking Comments
The Department of Environmental Conservation has extended the comment period on its plan to manage gas drilling using high-volume hydraulic fracturing. The comment deadline was Dec. 12, but it has been extended to Jan. 11. For more information about this issue, please read our Action Alert.
 

Dinner at the Loj

You don't have to be an overnight guest to enjoy delicious home-cooked meals at the historic Adirondak Loj. Join us for dinner after a hike up Mt. Jo or a day of cross-country skiing on Heart Lake's beautiful trail system. Or stop by anytime you're in the mood for good food and good company. Dinner includes soup, salad, entree and dessert for only $19. (Coffee, tea or milk included. Wine and beer available.) Relax after dinner around the fire in the Loj's Great Room. Dinner is served at 6:15 p.m. seven nights a week. (We will not be serving dinner on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.) For more information, call (518) 523-3441.
 

McKibben at HPIC 

Renowned environmental author Bill McKibben will speak at the
High Peaks Information Center on Feb. 4. McKibben's talk, "Notes From the Front of the Climate Fight," is part of HPIC's 2012 Winter Lecture Series, which begins Jan. 7 and runs through March 17. On Jan. 21, Curt Stager, author of "Deep Future: The Next 100,000 Years of Life on Earth," will discuss the long-term picture of global warming. Other lectures in the series will focus on winter birds, backcountry travel, avalanche awareness and the moose in New York State. On the lighter side, the series also features concerts by Annie and the Hedonists and the Rustic Riders. Saturday evening lectures at HPIC begin at 8. All programs are free and open to the public. The complete series schedule is available here.
   
ADK in the News
· Motion to Dismiss Lawsuit Challenging NY Floatplane Ban Rejected  

· Drill hearing draws testy audiennce 

· Hikes offered midweek, even in winter 

· Exit means more change for APA 

· 2 tapped for Adirondack Park Agency slots 

· Cuomo names Ulrich chairwoman of APA
  

Other News
· EPA study says hydraulic fracturing likely contaminated drinking water in Wyoming town 

· Catskills Deal for the New York City Watershed 

· Savoring bogs and moose 

· EPA finds fracking compund in Wyoming water
 

ADK Today is an occasional compendium of news and views of interest to members of the Adirondack Mountain Club (ADK). It is produced and distributed by the ADK Communications Department, 301 Hamilton St, Albany, NY 12210. Comments, questions or concerns about the content of this newsletter? Send us an email. Read past issues..

 




